
The Influence of Digital Folktales on the Students’  
English Vocabulary Mastery of SMP Negeri 9 Buru 

 
Abd. Rahman, M Chairul Basrun Umanailo, Saidna Zulfiqar Bin-Tahir 

Universitas Iqra Buru, Maluku, Indonesia 
rahmanabd716@gmail.com, chairulbasrun@gmail.com, saidnazulfiqar@gmail.com   

 
Amanan Soleman Saumur 

Ekonomi Syariah (Mua'malah) pascasarjana IAIN Ternate 
email.amanansoleman65@gmail.com 

 
Syahrir Ibnu 

Fakultas Ilmu Budaya Universitas Khairun  
Ternate, Indonesia 

syahrir.ibnu@unkhair.ac.id 
 

Abdul Malik Iskandar 
Sociology Education Department of Megarezky University 

amalikiskandar@universitasmegarezky.ac.id 
 

Heksa Biopsi Puji Hastuti 
Kantor Bahasa Provinsi Sulawesi Tenggara  

heksa.biopsi@kemdikbud.go.id  
 

Abstract 
This study aimed to determine whether digital the use of folktales increases the vocabulary mastery of the seventh-
year students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru. This research was a quantitative study by using experimental with a one-group 
pretest-posttest design. The samples consisted of 20 students from a total population of 320 students and were 
determined through a one-stage cluster sampling technique. The data obtained in this study were analyzed using 
descriptive statistics to determine the mean score and standard deviation between the pre-test and the post-test. A 
paired sample t-test through SPSS Version 20 was utilized to determine differences in the students' vocabulary 
mastery before and after receiving treatment. There is a significant difference between the mean scores in the pre-
test and the post-test, namely (1.172 <1.438), which indicates that there are differences in students' vocabulary 
mastery before and after treatment. The results of hypothesis testing proved that the value of t count = 7.528 is 
higher than t table = 2.093 (p = 0.05, df = 19). The comparison between the two values shows that the value of t 
count is greater than T table, which means that Ho: digital folktales does not improve vocabulary mastery of the 
seventh year students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru, is rejected, and H1: digital folktales increase vocabulary mastery of 
the seventh year students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru, is accepted. Therefore, it can be concluded that digital use of 
folktales improved the vocabulary mastery of the seventh-year students’ of SMP Negeri 9 Buru. 
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1. Introduction 
Vocabulary Mastery in English is a fundamental skill that junior high school students must have in order to learn 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills easier. However, the English vocabulary mastery at junior high 
school level students still lacks due to various types of problems in the learning process. The lack of appropriate 
learning resources and media in improving vocabulary skills, plus the teachers only use textbooks as the main 
medium in teaching vocabulary. Coupled with the use of conventional teaching techniques such as lectures, and 
memorizing vocabulary in textbooks seems very unattractive, boring and considered stiff by every student (Maili 
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and Hestiningsih). Therefore, realizing the importance of teaching media that attracts students 'interest in learning 
vocabulary, therefore teachers should be more creative in finding teaching media that can facilitate students' needs 
in increasing their vocabulary mastery. 
 
Learning media is a tool used to transfer the content of teaching materials and facilitate teachers and students to 
achieve learning objectives. Emphasized that media helps students understand and increases the effectiveness of 
communication between teachers and students in the teaching and learning processes because media can stimulate 
student motivation and interest in lessons. Teaching media can be in the form of books, tape recorders, tapes, video 
cameras, video recorders, films, slides, photos, pictures, graphics, television, and computers (Andriani). Modern 
technology provides various types of media to improve language skills for language learners (The British Council). 
The benefits of using technology-based media in language teaching include; first, the media provide easily 
accessible language data sources for teaching purposes. Second, media is a linguistic institution that reflects and 
shapes the use of language. Third, the media attracts interest for language learners linguistically because it contains 
various dialects of the target language. Fourth, media is an important social institution because it carries the 
language culture and social life of the speakers of the target language. In learning the language, the media acts as an 
authentic source for accents, dialects and can be used as a model in the classroom (Oroujlou). 
 
In the era of Web 4.0 and Society 5.0, it has spurred the development of information media such as web-based 
multimedia and digital mobile applications with educational themes that provide learning resources and materials 
that can be accessed digitally. One of them is digital folktales. Digital folktales is a multimedia-based application 
that contains popular folk tales among children. Ibrahim, Fatimah Wan Ahmad, Shafie Norshahila Ibrahim, & Shafie 
(2013) stated that digital folktales are a combination of data between fairy tales in English, video, audio, animation, 
graphics, text and sounds that are favored by students, and are able to arouse interest and enthusiasm of students in 
following lessons. Basically, children like to talk about animal stories, humor and magical traditional stories. The 
humorous impression of each anecdote, as well as the moral message, good character implied through the stories is 
ideal in shaping the character of students. Digital folktales have several special characteristics that support 
vocabulary teaching; among them, the first is the repetition of stories that can strengthen new vocabulary, grammar, 
and stories that are easier to understand than other types of multimedia-based applications (Ahmad). Therefore, 
digital folktales can be a medium, the right material to attract children's interest in teaching vocabulary. 
 
Through the K13 curriculum, the Government of Indonesia mandates that all primary and secondary school 
graduates develop English language skills while maintaining local cultural values. According to Lwin (2015), 
folktales are useful for language learners to develop cultural awareness and understand the language. Folktales are a 
part of a culture that is spread and passed down from generation to generation, both in the form of spoken, gesture as 
a reminder (Sa’adah et al.). Funny stories in folktales increase students' motivation and interest in learning so that 
they get lots of input for language understanding (Nuraini et al.). Folktales is a medium in learning English because 
it has a story context that is close to language learners so that it is easier to understand (Mu’adi et al.). At the 
primary and secondary education levels, folklore texts can be adapted to facilitate students in developing their basic 
language skills (Bin Tahir et al.). 
 
Some research on the role and benefits of folktales for language learners. According to Abepura-sentani & Abepura-
sentani (2017) Papuan folklore makes students more active, confident, and enthusiastic in learning English. The 
importance of developing a folklore-based literary teaching material model with the CTL approach for character 
education in elementary schools in Bengkulu City (Muktadir). The richness of cultural treasures from fairy tales and 
folklore can be used as teaching materials or language learning media (Sumitro et al.). The use of folktales makes 
students emotionally involved in the stories they read, because in addition to being interesting, folklore is rich in 
learning material and contains experiences that give added value to the learning process (Ervina et al.). Digital 
audiobooks with bilingual folklore content are here to help bridge the gap between learning and outcomes in certain 
aspects of learning English. Therefore, language teaching using folktales media is a way to introduce cultural 
heritage to students so that they love their own identity and is a learning strategy for millennial generations who get 
bored quickly and want to always get new things. 
 
In language learning, without grammar, there is very little that can be conveyed. Without vocabulary, there is 
nothing to convey because only with vocabulary one can express ideas effectively and can understand language 
verbally and in writing. Taylor (2004) states that vocabulary is knowledge of words and their meanings and acts as a 
language center and is very important for language learners. Furthermore, interpreting vocabulary as the entire stock 
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of words that are included in the branch of knowledge or known by someone (Hatch and Brown; Nation; Qian; 
Nuraini et al.; Umanailo et al.). Technically, the parts of words are classified according to their type, which consists 
of pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, conjunctions, and prepositions (Gao and Xu). A vocabulary is a form of the 
lexicon that regulates mental vocabulary by language speakers (Huckin and Coady; Umanailo). Vocabulary is a set 
of words that are the basic building blocks used in composing and understanding sentences. Therefore, without 
building a basic vocabulary, the goals of language learning will not be achieved properly. 

 
2. Literature Review 
Various studies were carried out in improving vocabulary skills. At the primary and secondary school level, Suryana 
(2017) explains that the vocabulary list media trains children to express their ideas and thoughts freely so that they 
are able to communicate verbally and in writing. Vocabulary mastery in grade VII students at SMP Negeri 1 
Singaraja was increased by using the Vocabulary Self-Collection Strategy (Amalia). Through game techniques, the 
increase in vocabulary mastery of class VII students of SMP Negeri 2 Labuhan Badas can be increased. Learning 
vocabulary through computer media can increase the level of English vocabulary mastery of SMP 24 Makassar 
students. Furthermore, the demonstration method is effective for increasing vocabulary for English students at the 
student level. Think Pair Share technique can improve students' mastery of English vocabulary. 
 
Based on several previous studies, this study focuses on the use of digital folktales or English folk tales based on 
multimedia applications (video, audio, animation, graphics, text, and sounds) that are popular with students and are 
able to arouse students' interest and enthusiasm in the learning process. The digital folktales used in this study 
include stories such as; The Adventures of Mouse Deer and Tiger, The Story of Lutung Kasarung, The Story of 
Malin Kundang, The Legend of Surabaya, The Legend of Tengger, The Legend of Toba Lake, The Origin of Catu 
Hill, The Mousedeer, Golden Cucumber, The Legend of Loro Jonggrang, The Legend of Sangkuriang, The Golden 
Antelope which is accompanied by audio, animation, digital text and can be downloaded via Android devices for use 
by teachers and students in the learning process inside and outside the classroom online and offline. 
 
By paying attention to the theoretical studies and thinking frameworks above and their relation to the existing 
problems, the research questions in this study are; "Will the use of digital folktales improve the vocabulary of 
seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru?". There are two types of hypotheses that need to be answered in this 
study; Ho: Digital folktales does not improve vocabulary mastery of seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru, 
H1: Digital folktales improved vocabulary mastery of seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru. The purpose of 
this study was to determine whether the use of digital folktales significantly improved vocabulary mastery of grade 
VII students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru.  
 
3. Method 
This research is a quantitative study using an experimental one-group pre-test post-test design (Parker and Parker). 
This research was conducted in Buru Regency, Maluku.  
 
The research sample consisted of 20 people from a total population of 320 people who were determined through a 
one-stage cluster sampling. A total of 50 vocabulary test items in the form of multiple-choice as an instrument used 
to collect data in the pre-test and post-test, then processed based on the objective test formula as in figure 1. 

 

O1                     X                   O2 
Figure 1. One-group pretest-posttest design 

O1 = Pretest Result  
X = (Treatment) 
O2 = Posttest result 
 

B x 100 
S =  

                 N 
S = Test Score 
B = Number of Correct Answers 
N = Number of Test Items 
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The data obtained in this study were analyzed using descriptive statistical tests to determine the mean and standard 
deviation of the pre-test and post-test, then paired sample t-test through SPSS to determine differences in vocabulary 
mastery of students before and after receiving treatment. 

 
4. Results and Discussion 
The results of the analysis of the data collected are presented in table 1 below: 

 
Table 1. Vocabulary Test Results for Grade VII Students in the Pre-Test Session 

Students Pre-test Scores 
AS 48 
NJ 40 
SHI 30 

DADU 72 
FR 34 
FIA 74 
WW 36 
PM 50 

IYANTI 44 
MW 88 

F 34 
MR 50 
ANP 50 
SHU 88 
DK 70 
FS 90 

NSM 36 
IP 80 

PMR 68 
AF 90 

N=20 ∑X1=1.172 
 
Table 1 shows that the pre-test results show that as many as seven students (2,3,5,7,9,11,17) get very low scores (0-
45). Four students, namely students (1,8,12,13,) scored in the low category (46-55). A total of four students 
(4,6,15,19) fall into the fairly good grade category (66-75). One student, namely student (18) gets good grades (76-
85). Four students (10,14,16,20) got very good scores (86-95). The table above shows that there are no students who 
fall into the perfect category (96-100), and no students get scores in the sufficient category (56-65). The highest 
score obtained by the students in this pre-test was 90, and the lowest score was 30. Based on this, it can be 
concluded that the average score of students' vocabulary mastery is still low, namely (58.6). It can be seen in table 2 
as follows: 

 
Table 2. Vocabulary Test Results for Grade VII Students in the post-test. 

Students Post-test Scores 
AS 64 
NJ 60 
SHI 44 

DADU 84 
FR 52 
FIA 88 
WW 40 
PM 82 

IYANTI 60 
MW 90 
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F 50 
MR 60 
ANP 68 
SHU 96 
DK 96 
FS 94 

NSM 50 
IP 96 

PMR 70 
AF 94 

N=20 ∑X2=1.438 
 

Table 2 shows that, as many as 2 students (3, and 7) obtained very low scores, namely (0-45). Three students (5,11 
and 17) obtained low scores, namely (46-55). Four students (1,2,9 and 12) obtained sufficient scores, namely (56-
65). Two students (13 and 19) scored quite well, namely (66-75). Two students (4 and 8) scored well (76-85). Four 
students (6,10,16 and 20) scored very well (86-95). Three students (14,15, and 18) obtained perfect scores (96-100). 
The mean score of the students' vocabulary mastery was 71.9, and it was higher than the average score in the pre-
test. This shows that there is an increase in mastery of English vocabulary after students use digital folktales in 
learning English. It can be presented in table 3 and 4 below.  

Table 3. The Mean and Standard Deviation of the Vocabulary Test Results 
Sesion N Score Mean  Standard Deviation 

Pre-tes 
Pos-tes 

20 1.172 
1.438 

58.60 21.44 

20 71.90 19.48 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Comparison of the mean and standard deviation of the vocabulary test results. 

 
Table 4. Paired Samples T-Test. 

Session N t  P Score df Predicate 
Pre-test and Post-test 20 7.528 .000 19 Significancy 

 
Based on table 3 and 4 and figure 2 found that it indicate that digital folktales improve vocabulary mastery of grade 
VII students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru. Hypothesis testing proves that the value of t count = 7.528 is higher than t table 
= 2.093 (p = 0.05, df = 19). The comparison between the two values shows that the value of t count is greater than t 
table which means that Ho: digital folktales does not improve vocabulary mastery of seventh grade students of SMP 
Negeri 9 Buru, is rejected, and H1: digital folktales increases vocabulary mastery of seventh grade students of SMP 
Negeri 9 Buru. , be accepted. This is in line with in his research that fairy tales seem effective to facilitate children in 
learning vocabulary. Storytelling through web-based multimedia can improve students' ability to learn English as a 
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foreign language (Hwang et al., 2016, p. 7). Utilization of Sulawesi folklore in learning reading comprehension is 
effective for improving student reading achievement, because the people build motivation, enthusiasm and interest 
in students in the learning process of reading comprehension, stimulate discussion, and increase student confidence 
to participate more in the teaching process (Upa and Mangalik). 
 
5. Conclusion 
There was a significant difference between the mean pre-test and post-test scores, namely (1.172 <1.438), which 
indicated that there were differences in vocabulary mastery before and after treatment. The results of hypothesis 
testing prove that the value of t count = 7.528 is higher than t table = 2.093 (p = 0.05, df = 19). The comparison 
between the two values shows that the value of t count is greater than T table, which means that Ho: digital folktales 
did not improve vocabulary mastery of seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru, is rejected, and H1: digital 
folktales increases vocabulary mastery of seventh-grade students of SMP Negeri 9 Buru. , be accepted. Therefore, it 
can be concluded that the use of digital folktales improves vocabulary mastery of grade VII students of SMP Negeri 
9 Buru. 
 
Based on the results and conclusions of the study, we recommend that English teachers; first, using multimedia-
based digital folktales in learning vocabulary for junior high school students, because with this media, students can 
easily know, understand, and remember vocabulary. Second, always designing and implementing learning activities 
in the classroom with the support of a multimedia system in order to attract and motivate students in the teaching 
and learning process so that learning objectives can be achieved properly. Researchers teaching English as a foreign 
language should conduct more comprehensive research using digital folktales because the combination of stories, 
images, sounds, text, and animation in digital folktales can be an authentic language input in developing the ability 
to read and hear English as a foreign language. 
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